THE   COUP   D'ETAT

announced that they had constituted themselves
above the Government, which, it would seem, has
already resigned."

At 2.20 the Commander of the Antequera, told the
Admiral and the Commissar of the Fleet that he wanted to
confirm his absolute loyalty to their command, but having
understood that a National Council of Defence had been
formed in Madrid instead of Negrin's Government, and
that it was made up of honourable soldiers and civilians,
he thought they ought to give it their strongest assistance.

At 3.20 Cabo Palos said to Valencia: "By higher Order,
transmit the following to the Cervantes, so that the
Admiral may know. 'Come to Cartagena. Everything is
calm in the Republic.' "

At 5.45 the Admiral of the Fleet sent out to all the
ships, the following radio message: "New Government
formed composed of General Casado, Besteiro, Val,
Rodriguez Vega, San Andres, Carillo and Gonzalez
Marin. Menendez and Matallana in accord with this.
Long live the Republic." From this message it could be
seen that the Admiral was unconditionally loyal to the
National Council of Defence.

At six o'clock, the Commander of the Ulloa told the
Admiral of the Fleet: "News received this morning from
Madrid and Cartagena which you already know, I think
obliges the Fleet to state its position in the present circum-
stances. I think it is necessary to reply to the urgent calls
which Portman and Cabo de Palos are making to the
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